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M S [ a nutshell Before the Europeans arrlved great
"= civilizations developed.

— Mexico, Central America, South America (aka
Mesoamerica)

— Specific groups: Olmec, Maya, Aztec, and Inca

. — Their empires covered hundreds of square miles, : W4
included millions of people,@nd lasted for several '
centuries. % -

— They built grad cities in .'_ ‘ on mountains
works of art, made

writing.
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* Archaeologists—
uncovered 4
Olmec
settlements

* La Venta: largest |
city

— Stone heads
found largest 24



P Stone carvers and

. farmers

— Grew food for
thousands of people

* Polytheistic
~ gods of fire, rain, sun

— Special altars for
sacrifice

¢ Believed animals had
special powers
— Most powerful jaguar
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““rubber trees
rubber barll

- Used to p]ay spgual
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e Overuse of Iﬂ'ﬂd???
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1»‘ . Reached lts peak between 250 A.D. and 900 A D. A
¥ — Population around 2 million people

— Built civilization in a rainforest of present day Mexico, 7
Guatemala, Honduras, and Belize

* Their society was ruled by powerful Mayan priests

— Believed that gods were visible in the stars, sun, and ”"
x moon. i
- * Their understanding of astronomy helped them predict .

eclipses
— Developed 365 day calendar

. Used hleroglyphlcs to represent sounds |deas thmgs
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Practlced human sacrlﬁce te_appease the

gOdS s -"'r .’ fn R P it ;

Eventually Mayan cities were deserted
~ Reason for this is a mystef P

3 — Qver use of land???
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Centurles after th
— ‘Hunters

Island in Lake Texcoco bwlt Tenochtltlan (today thls iS
Mexico City) |

— It was the largest city ever built; center for trade = L
— They built large bridges that coaected the island:to the shmfé. e

’ F N
Human sacrifice ¥ - Ko "

— They believed this had to be done |
and to ensure abundant harvests. S
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" — Largest of all early civilizations
— Cuzco; capital city
‘.. — Their empire stretch from present day Colombia'to - -
Northern Argentma and Chile. , N
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.« _The Inca believed their emperor

was a descendant of the sun
\ god.
? — Made magnificent gold jewelry

and ornaments for the sun god
— Sacrificed people to the god

— Built great cities such as Machu
Picchu— which is hidden in the
Andes Mountains

 Road system

— Due to the vast territory they
ruled the Inca built 10,000
miles of stone-paved roads

— Roads ran through mountains,
deserts, and forests.

~* Eventually the Spanish will
conquer the Inca.
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